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Clare. He was an amiable, enlightened, and able man; his
father had been an ally of Grattan's; Catholic Emancipation
had no more loyal friend. But the time had come for a trial
of strength between the Association and the forces opposed to
it; O'Connell, though with reluctance, resolved to stand
against Fitzgerald for the representation of Clare, though as a
Catholic he could not enter Parliament. The contest that
followed is not yet forgotten; it marked a turn in the course
of Irish history. The landed gentry of the county took the
side of Fitzgerald to a man; they canvassed for him with
assiduous zeal, for they resented, not unreasonably, what they
thought the intrusion of a stranger backed by a dictatorial
League; they called upon their submissive dependents for
their votes; they never doubted but that, as had been their
wont, these vassals would flock to the poll for their candidate.
But a moral change had passed over the Irish peasant; the
word of the Association had gone forth; the " Liberator's"
influence swept opposition away; the priests of Clare pro-
claimed from a hundred altars that the struggle was one for
the faith of God; the forty shilling freeholders broke away, in
one mass, from their lords ; and O'Connell was returned in an
easy triumph.
A Revolution in Ireland seemed now at hand; the Catholic
Association ruled five-sixths of the island; it was clearly
perceived that the great body of the peasantry would not obey
their superiors, and was eager to follow the example set by
Clare. Opinion in Ireland, too, there can be little doubt, had
even among the chief part of the Protestants inclined for some
time towards the Catholic claims; an immense meeting of the
landed gentry had declared for them; their opponents for the
most part were Orangemen and their partisans. The repre-
sentatives of Ireland, indeed, did not fully reflect this sentiment
in the Imperial Parliament; but though in numbers they were
quite sufficient, they were largely composed of Tory nominees,